Rounding The Mark In The 47 Nationals

The 1947 National Championship Regatta

Against a striking backdrop of late-model battleships and the
busy commerce of Hampton Roads, the 1947 Penquin National
Championships were sailed on August 15 and 16. Runyon Colie, rep-
resenting the Downer Penguin Fleet, left no doubt in the minds of his
competitors that the way to win races is to get out front and stay
there. Hailing from windy Barnegat Bay, Colie captured four first
places and one second in the breezy conditions which prevailed. Dr.
Walter Lawson, title holder since 1941, won the only race that Colie
didn’t, but was unable to do better than seventh in the final standing.

Joseph Krafft, the Potomac Penguin Fleet’s best heavy-weather
sailor, took second place in the series with two seconds, a third, a
fourth, and a sixth. San Diego’s crack team of Bert and Faith Israel
captured third place honors, as well as the First Challenge Trophy,
by consistent sailing. The West Coast entry never placed better than
fourth in any of the five races but by superb sailing on the last leg of
the last race the Israels came from behind to garner the single gold
chevron award for 1947.

With the Committee Boat on the windward leg and near the
leeward mark, the course consisted of a long beat to windward, a
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Summary 1947 Penguin National Championship

Vo ha” Fleet Skipper Crew R Aot Zrd gk g TE

1377 Outsider .... Downer .......... Runyon Colie .......... Janet Reckord .oocue 1 1 2 1 1 521

900 Pluto ... Potomac ........ Joseph M. Krafft .... Alice Slavin ... 2 3% 6 3 2 393

571 Chilly ......... San Diego .... R. D. Israel ....cc...... Faith Tstael oo 5 6 4 4 4 320

1400 Scanty ........ Baltimore ...... John R. Reckord ... Raymond C. Reckord .. 7 7 3 5 3 302

20 Murgaes ...... West River .... Charles Runyon ...... Ralph A. Youngs .......... .3 5 5 7 7 281

w 719 Tudy ... Hampton ...... John L. Stevens, Jr. .. Robert S. Taylor .......... 6t 3t 8 2 5 259

N 617 Pink Lady .. Potomac ........ Walter E. Lawson .... Dorothy Lawson .......... 8 8 1 6 8 247

14 Cats’ Paw .. Hampton ...... Charles M. Cox ...... Nina CoX -cooeoeeceeeceeene- 4% 2 7 10 6 193

96 Gadget ........ Potomac ........ Leonard E. Penso .... Dorothy Penso .............. 0 9 9 9 9 90

727 Little Bird .. Hampton ...... Charles V. Boykin .... Gene Monroe .............. 9 10 10 8 10 80
$Penalty

}{Dead heat—decided by toss of coin and won by Stevens

DAILY FIRSTS: Outsider (4), Pink Lady (1)

DAILY SECONDS: Pluto (2), Outsider (1), Tudy (1), Cats Paw (1)
DAILY THIRDS: Scanty (2), Pluto (1), Murgaes (1), Tudy (1)
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In the first race, the fleet crossed the line on the starboard tack,
except*for the Californians, who made a beautiful port-tack start,
clearing most of the right-of-way boys. John L. Stevens, Jr., of Hamp-
ton appeared to have the advantage at the start, Shortly after the
start, the majority were on a long port-tack leg standing along in-

and Cox, tacking too late to avoid hitting Reckord, tried to hide his
face under the keel of his boat, or in any case indulged in some
aquatic gymnastics. At the first mark, the order was Colie, Krafft, and
Charles Runyon of the West River Fleet. There was no change in the
order at the second mark in the first three places, but Stevens was
working up to Israel, who was fourth, The short beat to the finish
showed Colie, Krafft, and Runyon still ahead in that order, with Cox,

mittee. Jack Stevens also was meted out a Class 3 violation, having
fouled Israel in the windward work. President Len Penso, apparently
deep in matters of state, finished a serious tenth (last).

An hour after the start of the first race, the Committee fired the
two guns to call attention to the start of Race No. 2 on a windward-
leeward course. After a close start, the fleet scattered for their wind-
ward work. It appeared that Cox, Reckord, and Krafft were ahead of
Colie, but by the time they reached the first mark, old man Colie
was in his accustomed position, followed by Cox and Runyon. As the
Contestants passed the Committee boat on their way to leeward they
were Colic, Cox, Runyon, Krafft, and Stevens. Krafft and Stevens
managed to catch Runyon on the beat to windward and. tied for
third, with Colie and Cox first and second.

The third race of the series proved to be the most interesting, at
least from the spectator point of view. The course was triangular, as
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The final standings were:

’ 5:,’“ Skipper Fleet Po;;zt.lr
* No.

13717 R. Colie, Jr. Downer 39.3

900 J. M. Krafft Potomac .O

571 R. D. Israel San .chgo ?3%2

1400 J. R. Reckord : Baltlmo.re 28.1

20 C. Runyon West River 25.9

719 J. Stevens, Jr. Hampton 24.7

617 W. E. Lawson Potomac 19.3
14 C. M. Cox Hampton 3

96 L. E. Penso Potomac 3(())

i Hampton 4

| 727 C. V. Boykin Cords wife

“Pink Lady” (The Lawsons) Leading a Group &l Crew prizes went to Janet Reckord, Contestant Reckord's
In The ’47 Nationals S

who was recruited at the last minute by Runyon Colie, and Alice
i aith Israel.
Slaw'rll‘l?: ivir-hospitable Hampton Yacht .Club put gn a .w}?tn:izju;
social program, including the annual meeting on Fl"l hzty nig
. . trophy banquet followed by a dance on Saturday night.
by Stevens. They held that lead all around the course, followed by AR
Krafft and Israel, finishing in that order. 5

It was now evident that the real contest of the National Cham- :'f
pionships lay between Boykin and Penso, who were tied on points for v
last place. Who will win the rocking chair? , 'IJ-

The concluding race, held on Saturday afternoon, was windward- b
leeward, two laps. The fleet as usual started on the starboard tack,
except for Penso and Boykin, who were sailing close on the port tack,
with Penso covering. Colie rounded the first mark in the lead, and
the order to leeward past the Committee Boat was Colie, Krafft,
Stevens, and Runyon. Between the Committee Boat and the second
marks, Reckord overhauled Runyon, who was also being gained on
by Israel. However, at the end of the first lap, Runyon had pulled &
back up into fourth place, followed by Cox, Reckord and Israel. The
second leeward leg found Reckord in third place with Stevens, Run-
yon, Cox, and Israel close behind. In a thrilling beat to the finish, the
Israels turned on the heat, coming in fourth behind Colie, Krafft,
and Reckord. In the “Little Series”, Penso squeaked in ahead of
Boykin to secure ninth place by a one-point margin, leaving the
latter full rights to a large rocking chair and jug which were formally
presented at the trophy dinner following the races.

| R. Colie, R. D. Israel and J. Stevens In The ’47 Nationals
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